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to make us feel the divine mercy which pervades
the space in which it shines.

In the midst of an icy night, the wearied trav-
eller perceives a simple house. The light from its
windows, the heat that comes from this abode
of men, fills his heart with delight. A sense of
comfort enters his soul, even before he could have
approached the distant dwelling.

He only surmises that he sees before him the
refuge of goodness, and a joyous hope fills his heart.

III.    Genius visits rare beings.    Wealth often
chooses its elect as a gold coin falls unexpectedly
on a dung-hill.    Birth lavishes its privileges with
the blindness of chance.    Goodness alone extends
its  brotherly arms to every human  being.    It
makes no distinction between the lofty and the
lowly, between religions, sexes, ages, the poor or the
rich, the men of talent or of genius.    All may
practise its worship.    The most destitute or the
most  unfortunate  man  preserves  the   privilege
of  being  good and  of exercising  goodness.    It
holds its followers, no matter whence they come,
equally dear.

IV.    Miracle of miracles!   We lavish goodness
outside, and it increases within our souls.

Lodged in the heart, goodness pervades it
entirely. The soul, in its turn, then dispenses a